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was their due. At the same time he spent much time and thought on 
the construction of an exceedingly accurate barometer, by means of 
which he could measure atmospheric pressure with great precision 
and thus obtain yet more accurate values for the boiling points of 
various substances which should serve as standards. 

In viewing collectively the outcome of Professor Crafts's varied 
work, one may note that much of it, both physical and organic, had 
as its object the providing of means and methods for further advance, 
of use to others in many fields. Those whose labor is lightened, 
broadened, and simplified by the important contributions of his 
scientific imagination and of his persistent, effective research in the 
laboratory are deeply grateful for the indispensable aid which he 
rendered, and will be, far into the future. His intimates mourn a 
generous, loyal, high-minded friend, whose vigorous intellect always 
turned toward worthy ends. 

Theodoee W. Richards. 



EDMONDO DE AMICIS (1846-1908) 

Foreign Honorary Member in Class III, Section 4, 1901. 

Edmondo De Amicis was born at Oneglia, a little town on the sea- 
coast southeast of Genoa, October 21, 1846. Having attended school 
at Cuneo and Turin, he went to the Military Academy at Modena, 
from which in 1865, he was appointed Second Lieutenant of the Third 
Regiment of the Line. The following year he took part in the Battle 
of Custozza. In 1867 he became managing editor of Italia Militare, 
an important military journal published at Florence. To this he 
contributed many sketches of the life actually lived by Italian soldiers 
and officers, and when these were reprinted in a volume with the title 
"La Vita Militare" in 1868, they gave him an immediate popularity 
which went on widening until his death. They had also real influence 
in improving the conditions of the soldiers, by moderating the harsh- 
ness of their discipline, a harshness then common in European armies. 
De Amicis continued to edit the Journal for some time and he remained 
in the Italian army until 1871. He was present when Cadorna's 
troops entered by the Porta Pia and freed Rome from Papal rule 
September 20, 1870. After resigning from the service he devoted 
himself to literature, making Turin his headquarters and he was, with 
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two or three exceptions, probably the only Italian writer of that time 
whose works had so wide a circulation as to bring him a livelihood. 
They were of three kinds: first, fiction, including under this head 
several novels and his very realistic sketches; second, descriptions of 
his travels; and third, poems. His books of travel made him known 
outside of Italy and were translated into several languages. The 
earliest, on Spain, appeared in 1873; Holland in 1874; Constanti- 
nople, 1877; Morocco, 1879; Argentina, to which he gave the title 
"SulP Oceano" in 1877; besides recollections of London and of Paris. 
In his later years he became like Lombroso and other intellectuals at 
Turin and Milan, a socialist, and he issued several volumes in support 
of this cult. He interested himself in writing for the young and his 
" Cuore," of which more than 400,000 copies had already been sold 
several years ago, aims at teaching the young, (through a story which 
has enchanted them by multitudes), the elements of a strong and noble 
character. No other book in modern Italian, except Manzoni's 
"I Promessi Sposi" has been so popular. He wrote also, "LTdioma 
Gentile" which glorifies the Italian language; and, besides several 
polemical tracts and later recollections, he produced more fiction, of 
which " II Romanzo d'un Maestro " was the most important. He died 
at Turin, March 12, 1908. De Amicis was a remarkably clear writer, 
a master of vivid description, and he possessed an indefinable charm 
which endeared him to most of his readers and diffused a magnetic 
quality over whatever he wrote. 

William Roscoe Thayer. 



WILLIAM WATSON GOODWIN (1831-1912) 

Fellow in Class III, Section 2, 1859 (President 1903-1908). 

William Watson Goodwin died in Cambridge, June 15, 1912. He 
was elected Fellow of the Academy, January 26, 1859, was a member 
of the Publication Committee from 1871 to 1880, and President from 
1903 to 1908, in which year his failing health compelled him to decline 
re-election. His interest in the Academy was shown by frequent 
addresses and by letters when he was in Europe. His last communica- 
tion was an interesting description of the character of the meetings in 
his early years (Proceedings, vol. XLVI, 1910). 



